
Preaching Stewardship the Entire Church Year 





 The Catholic Church's job is… 

 to call people to sanctity and to equip 
them for living saintly lives.  

 Its mission is not…  

 to produce nice people  

 or people with good intentions. 

 Its mission is to produce saints, 
people of heroic virtue. ~Fr Robert Barron 



 Service in Hospital Rooms 

 Visiting Shut-ins 

 Going to prisons 

 Caring for people in crisis 

 Taking Communion to care facilities 

 We earn our right to preach 

 We earn our right to shepherd 



Stewardship is not “medicine” 
to cure offertory ills. 

Stewardship is not “a 
treatment” to strengthen our 
volunteer ranks. 

Stewardship is a “healthy 
spiritual lifestyle.” 



 There’s no more room in the 
womb (Job 1:21) 

 There’s no more room in the 
tomb 

 Holistic Approach 

◦From our physical bodies 

◦To our family relationships 



God Owns it all 

And 

We are managing it all  

for the glory of God 



 

“One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, 
cherishes and tends them in a responsible 
and accountable manner, shares them in 
justice and love with all, and returns them 
with increase to the Lord” 

 

 Introduction to “Stewardship, A Disciple’s Response.” 



Receives (289) 

Cherishes (5) 

Tends (30) 

Shares (47) 

Returns (502) 



Gratefully (2) 

Responsibly (3) 

Justly (144) 

Lovingly (187) 

Faithfully (128) 



 

Donate 

Volunteer 



 An action? 

 If I spend my money on something,  

 …that something might make me 
happy 

 If I give my money away,  

 …it prevents me from getting 
something that might make me 
happy. 



 

 Money buys happiness  

 Therefore, the more money 
you have, the happier you will 
be.  

 Actually, 
◦ Beyond a modest state of 

financial security, 

◦ Money brings more stress than 
it's worth. Deepak Chopra, MD  

 



 Poverty means you are inferior 
(a loser) 

 Winning is everything (& the only 

thing) 

 Money can buy you things that 
make you happy 

 More Money = More Happiness 
◦ In point of fact, the pursuit of 

money can prevent us from 
pursuing happiness. 

 





Luke 14:33 



 You're not happy because you don't have all 
the things you want to have.  

 You will be happy only when you have so 
much money, or so big a house, or so much 
respect.  

 You might not be happy now… 
 But some day you might be if you acquire 

the right things. 
 Life becomes a constant quest to acquire.  

 



 An action? 

 How do you spend your time? 

 If I spend my time doing something,  

 …that something might make me 
happy 

 If I give my time away,  

 …it prevents me from doing 
something that might make me happy. 



 If we teach/preach stewardship as an 
obligatory faith response 

 Pay, Pray and Obey 

 Then the only times we preach stewardship 
are… 

 When we want an obligatory faith response. 
◦ Mission Appeals 

◦ Annual Appeals 

◦ Ministry/Volunteer Sunday 

◦ Stewardship Sunday 

 



 We already have everything we need…  
 to be happy. 
◦ right now…  
◦ right in front of us… 
 

 If you cling to your life, you will lose it, but if you 
give up your life for me you will find it (Matt 10:39)  
 

 "If I say,  
 ‘I'll be happy when,’  
 I won't be happy ever."  

 
 
 



 Forgetting our ego  

 Forgetting our needs and desires  

 Opening our eyes, minds, and hearts 

 Happiness is always right in front of us  

 It is love that makes us happy 

 Love is willing the good of the other.   



 When you're feeling miserable… 

 Write a note to someone who is lonely 

 Make cookies for your kids 

 Visit the nursing home 

 Donate some money to a charity  

 Sign up to help with an after-school 
program 

 Say a prayer for someone who's         
in trouble. 
 
 



 Love is not a feeling 

 It's an act of the will 

 Jesus wants joy for us 

 The path to joy? 

 Detaching ourselves from getting and 
acquiring.  



Don’t Preach Getting and Giving! 



 My marriage isn’t my marriage.  
 My marriage belongs to God.  
 The ultimate purpose of my marriage is to 

glorify God.  
 This means: 
◦ I am a steward of my spouse.  
◦ She is not mine.  
◦ She belongs to God. 
◦ Empowering my spouse to be                             

all that Christ created  her to be.  
◦ Her love for me is a gift from God. 



 My children are not mine. 
 The ultimate purpose of 

children is to glorify God.  
 This means: 
◦ I am a steward of my children.  
◦ They belong to God. 
◦ Empowering my children to be 

all that Christ created them to 
be.  

◦ Their love for me is a gift from 
God. 

 

 



 My neighbors are not mine. 
 The ultimate purpose of neighbors is to 

build God’s community.  
 This means: 
◦ I am a steward of my neighbors.  
◦ They belong to God. 
◦ Empowering my neighbors                                                      

to be all that Christ                                                        
created them to be.  

◦ Their love for me is a gift                                      
from God. 





Tithing is not part of stewardship. 
Stewardship is much more than tithing.  



 Stewardship encompasses the whole of our 
lives 

◦Resources  

◦Relationships 

◦Time 

◦Talents 

◦Opportunities 

◦Challenges  



 Old Testament Standard: Tithe or10% 
◦ Leviticus 27 ~ Rules concerning Valuation 

 The Apostle Paul: Proportional giving 

 Not “How much of my money should I give?”  

 But “How much of God’s money should I 
keep?”  

 Our needs are simple 

 Our wants complicate things. 

 

 



 The standard of giving in the New Testament 
isn’t a tithe 

 It is the cross of Jesus Christ  

 “We cannot stand in front of Jesus Christ and 
see the scars in His hands and feet, the 
wound in His side, and try to comprehend His 
sacrifice for us and then argue percentages.” 
~Mike Glenn  

 We have been purchased at a                          great 
price. 



 Lead with the beautiful, the wondrous 

 Don’t over simplify the message 

 Preach with enthusiasm 

 Preach without apology 

 Don’t forget our Jewish roots 

 God doesn't need us,                                          
but he loves us anyway 

 We are made for God 

 Don’t use guilt…ever. 
 
 



Creation Story 

The Case for Divorce        
(Hillel vs Shammai) 

30 Days in the Desert 

Samaritan Woman 

Doubting Thomas 



 Baptism 

 Eucharist 

 Confirmation 

 Reconciliation 

 Marriage 

 Holy Orders 

 Blessing of the Sick/Funerals 



 Simon of Cyrene 

 

 

 

 Jesus Meets His Mother  



 We can not give ourselves to God. 

 God already owns us. 

 We have been bought at a great 
price 

 We are His by right of creation… 

 We are His by right of 
redemption… 



1. God has given us two hands--one to receive with and 
the other to give with. We are not cisterns made for 
hoarding; we are channels made for sharing. 

2. The test of a preacher is that his congregation goes 
away saying, not, 'What a lovely sermon!' but 'I will do 
something.' 

3. The legacy we leave is not just in our possessions, but 
in the quality of our lives. What preparations should we 
be making now? The greatest waste in all of our earth, 
which cannot be recycled or reclaimed, is our waste of 
the time that God has given us each day. 

4. Self-centered indulgence, pride and a lack of shame 
over sin are now emblems of the American lifestyle. 

5. If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it 
will help straighten out almost every other area of his 
life. 
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